Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY
DECISION FOR TPDES PERMIT FOR MUNICIPAL
WASTEWATER

NEW

PERMIT NO. WQ0016494001

APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION. Sigman Grafted LLC, 1659 West
Highway 46,Suite 115, Box 525, New Braunfels, Texas, 78132, has applied to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for proposed Texas Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No. WQ0016494001 to authorize the discharge of
treated domestic wastewater at a volume not to exceed 500,000 gallons per day. TCEQ
received this application on February 28, 2024.

The facility will be located approximately 0.49 miles northeast of the intersection of San
Marcos Highway and West Ridge Road, in Caldwell County, Texas 78655. The treated effluent
will be discharged to Morrison Creek, thence to Lower San Marcos River in Segment No.
1808 of the Guadalupe River Basin. The unclassified receiving water use is limited aquatic life
use for Morrison Creek. The designated uses for Segment No. 1808 are primary contact
recreation, public water supply, and high aquatic life use. In accordance with 30 Texas
Administrative Code §307.5 and TCEQ's Procedures to Implement the Texas Surface Water
Quality Standards (June 2010), an antidegradation review of the receiving waters was
performed. A Tier 1 antidegradation review has preliminarily determined that existing water
quality uses will not be impaired by this permit action. Numerical and narrative criteria to
protect existing uses will be maintained. This review has preliminarily determined that no
water bodies with exceptional, high, or intermediate aquatic life uses are present within the
stream reach assessed; therefore, no Tier 2 degradation determination is required. No
significant degradation of water quality is expected in water bodies with exceptional, high, or
intermediate aquatic life uses downstream, and existing uses will be maintained and
protected. The preliminary determination can be reexamined and may be modified if new
information is received. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility’s general location
is provided as a public courtesy and is not part of the apphcatlon or notlce For the exact
location, refer to the application. https://gi é apper/?marker=-
97.81128,29.835431&level=18




The TCEQ Executive Director has reviewed this action for consistency with the Texas Coastal
Management Program (CMP) goals and policies in accordance with the regulations of the
Texas General Land Office and has determined that the action is consistent with the applicable
CMP goals and policies.

The TCEQ Executive Director has completed the technical review of the application and
prepared a draft permit. The draft permit, if approved, would establish the conditions under
which the facility must operate. The Executive Director has made a preliminary decision that
this permit, if issued, meets all statutory and regulatory requirements. The permit
application, Executive Director’s preliminary decision, and draft permit are available for
viewing and copying at Martindale Community Library, Public Viewing Table, 411 Main
Street, Martindale, Texas. The application, including any updates, and associated notices are
available electronically at the following webpage:
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/ pending-permits/tpdes-applications.

ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGE NOTICE. Alternative language notice in Spanish is available
at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/ wastewater/plain-language-summariesand-public-
notices. El aviso de idioma alternativo en espafiol esté disponible en
https://www.teeq.texas.gov/permitting/ wastewater/plain-language-summaries-and-

publicnotices.

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or
request a public meeting about this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to
provide the opportunity to submit comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ
holds a public mecting if the Exccutive Director determines that there is a significant degree
of public interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is
not a contested case hearing.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for
submitting public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely comments and
prepare a response to all relevant and material or significant public comments. Unless the
application is directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to
comments will be mailed to everyone who submitted public comments and to
those persons who are on the mailing list for this application. If comments are
received, the mailing will also provide instructions for requesting a contested
case hearing or reconsideration of the Exccutive Director’s decision. A contested
case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in a state district court.



TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE THE
FOLLOWING

ITEMS IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, phone number; applicant's
name and proposed permit number; the location and distance of your
property/activities relative to the proposed facility; a specific description of how
you would be adversely affected by the facility in a way not common to the general
public; a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment
period; and the statement "[I/we] request a contested case hearing." If the
request for contested case hearing is filed on behalf of a group or association, the
request must designate the group’s representative for receiving future
correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual member of
the group who would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity;
provide the information discussed above regarding the affected member’s
location and distance from the facility or activity; explain how and why the
member would be affected; and explain how the interests the group seeks to
protect are relevant to the group’s purpose.

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will
forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing
to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. The
Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor
submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is
granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or
mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water quality
concerns submitted during the comment period.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ACTION. The Executive Director may issue final approval of
the application unless a timely contested case hearing request or request for reconsideration
is filed. If a timely hearing request or request for reconsideration is filed, the Executive
Director will not issue final approval of the permit and will forward the application and
request to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission
meeting.

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a
reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be added to the mailing list for
this specific application to receive future public notices mailed by the Office of the Chief
Clerk. In addition, you may request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a
specific applicant name and permit number; and/or (2) the mailing list for a specific county.
If you wish to be placed on the permanent and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify
which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below.

All written public comments and public meeting requests must be submitted to
the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087 or electronically at

www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/comment within 30 days from the date of newspaper
publication of this notice.



INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the application,
visit the Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Search the
database using the permit number for this application, which is provided at the top of this
notice.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be
submitted either electronically at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/comment, or in writing to the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, P.O. Box
13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Any personal information you submit to the TCEQ will
become part of the agency’s record; this includes email addresses. For more information
about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public
Education Program, Toll Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at
www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea informacién en Espatfiol, puede llamar al
1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Sigman Grafted LLC at the address stated
above or by calling Ms. Lauren Crone, P.E., LJA Engineering, at 512-439-4700.

Issuance Date: August 28, 2025



AVISO DE SOLICITUD Y DECISION PRELIMINAR PARA PERMISO TPDES
PARA AGUAS RESIDUALES MUN ICIPALES

NUEVO
PERMISO PROPUESTO NO. WQo0016494001

SOLICITUD Y DECISION PRELIMINAR. Sigman Grafted LLC, 1659 West Highway 46,
Suite 115, Box 525, New Braunfels, Texas, 78132, ha solicitado a la Comisién de Calidad
Ambiental de Texas (TCEQ) la propuesta de Permiso No. WQ0016494001 para el Sistema de
Eliminacién de Descargas Contaminantes de Texas (TPDES), que autoriza la descarga de aguas

Texas (junio de 2010) de Ia TCEQ, se realiz6 una revisién de antidegradacién de las aguas
receptoras. Una revisién de antidegradacién de Nivel 1 ha determinado preliminarmente que
los usos actuales de Ia calidad del agua no se veran afectados por esta accién de permiso. Se
mantendran los criterios numeéricos y narrativos para proteger los usos existentes. Esta



proporciona como cortesia publica y no forma parte de 1a solicitud ni del aviso. Para conocer
la ubicacion exacta, consulte la solicitud:
httDs://giswcb.tceq.tcxns.g()v/LocationMaDncr/?markcrz-Q7.81128.20.8'&%4‘21&1(}\@1:18

El Director Ejecutivo de la TCEQ ha revisado esta accién para verificar su coherencia con los
objetivos y politicas del Programa de Gestion Costera de Texas (CMP), de acuerdo con las
regulaciones dc la Oficina General de Tierras de Texas, y ha determinado que la accion es
coherente con los objetivos y politicas aplicables del CMP. El Director Ejecutivo de la TCEQ ha
completado la revision técnica de la solicitud y ha preparado un borrador del permiso. De
aprobarse, este borrador estableceria las condiciones bajo las cuales la instalacion debe operar.
El Director Ejecutivo ha tomado una decision preliminar que establece que este permiso, de ser
emitido, cumple con todos los requisitos legales y reglamentarios. La solicitud de permiso, la
decisién preliminar del Director Ejecutivo y el borrador del permiso estan disponibles para
consulta y copia en la Biblioteca Comunitaria de Martindale, Mesa de Consulta Publica, 411
Main Street, Martindale, Texas. La solicitud, incluyendo cualquier actualizaciony los avisos
relacionados, estén disponibles clectronicamente en la siguiente pagina web:
https://www.tceq.lexas.gov /permitting/ wastewater/pending-perm its/tpdes-applications.

ALTERNATIVE LAN GUAGE NOTICE. Alternative language notice in Spanish is available at
htt])s://www.tccq.tcxas.g()v[ permitting /wastewaler/ plain—languagc—sunmmrics—and-
publicnotices. El aviso de idioma alternativo en espafiol estd disponible en
hilps://www.lced.leXas.gov yermitling /\.vasl(:\v\»'ulcr/Dlain—lan;zungc-sunln\m'ics—und—

publicnoliccs.

COMENTARIOS PUBLICOS / REUNION PUBLICA. Pucde presentar comentarios
puablicos o solicitar una reunion publica sobre esta solicitud. El proposito de una
reunion publica es brindar la oportunidad de presentar comentarios o hacer preguntas sobre la
solicitud. La TCEQ celebra una reunion publica si el Director Ejecutivo determina que existe un
interés publico significativo en la solicitud o si lo solicita un legislador local. Una reunion
publica no constituye una audiencia de caso contencioso.

OPORTUNIDAD DE UNA AUDIENCIA ADMINISTRATIVA DE LO CONTENCIOSO.
Después de la fecha limite para presentar comentarios ptblicos, el Director Ejecutivo
consideraré los comentarios y preparard una respuesta a todos los comentarios publicos
relevantes y materiales, o significativos. A menos que la solicitud sea remitida
directamente para una audiencia de caso impugnado, la respuesta a los
comentarios se enviara por correo a todos los que enviaron comentarios pablicosy
a aquellas personas que estén en la lista de correo para esta solicitud. Si se reciben
comentarios, el corrco también proporcionara instrucciones para solicitar una
audiencia de caso impugnado o reconsiderar la decision del Director Ejecutivo.
Una audiencia de caso impugnado es un procedimiento legal similar a un juicio civil en un
tribunal de distrito estatal.



PARA SOLICITAR UNA AUDIENCIA DE CASO IMPUGNADO, USTED DEBE
INCLUIR EN SU SOLICITUD LOS SIGUIENTES DATOS: sunombre, direccién, y
nimero de teléfono; el nombre del solicitante y niimero del permiso; la ubicacién

comentarios; y la declaracién "[Yo/nosotros] solicito/solicitamos una audiencia de
caso impugnado". Si presenta la peticién para una audiencia de caso impugnado
de parte de un 8rupo o asociacion, debe identificar una persona que representa al
8rupo para recibir correspondencia en el futuro; identificar el nombre y la
direccién de un miembro del grupo que seria afectado adversamente por la planta
o la actividad propuesta; proveer la informacién indicada anteriormente con
respecto a la ubicacién del miembro afectado y su distancia de la planta o actividad
propuesta; explicar c6mo y porqué el miembro seria afectado; y explicar c6mo los
intereses que el grupo desea proteger son pertinentes al propésito del grupo.

Tras el cierre de todos los periodos de comentarios y solicitudes aplicables, el Director Ejecutivo
remitira la solicitud y cualquier solicitud de reconsideracién o de una audiencia de caso
impugnado a los Comisionados de la TCEQ para su consideracién €n una reunién programada
de la Comisién.

relacionadas a intereses pertinentes y materiales de calidad del agua que se hayan
presentado durante el periodo de comentarios.

ACCION DEL DIRECTOR EJECUTIVO. E] Director Ejecutivo puede emitir la aprobacién
final de la solicitud a menos que se presente una solicitud de audiencia de caso impugnado

LISTA DE CORREQO. Si envia comentarios publicos, una solicitud de una audiencia de caso
impugnado o una reconsideracion de la decisién de] Director Ejecutivo, se le agregara a la lista
de correo de esta solicitud especifica para recibir futuros avisos publicos enviados por correo por
la Oficina del Secretario Oficial. Ademas, puede solicitar ser colocado en: (1) la lista de correo
permanente para un nombre de solicitante especifico y niimero de permiso; y/o (2) la lista de
correo para un condado especifico. Si desea ser colocado en la lista de correo permanentey / o
del condado, especifique claramente qué lista (s) y envie su solicitud a la Oficina del Secretario
Oficial de la TCEQ a la direcci6n a continuacién,



Todos los comentarios puablicos escritos y las solicitudes de reunién pablica deben
enviarse a Office of the Chicf Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, X
~78711-3087 0 electronicamente a www.tceq.texas.gov/ goto/comment dentro de los

30 dias a partir de la fecha de publicacion de este aviso en ¢l periodico.

CONTACTOS E INFORMACION DE LA AGENCIA. Los comentarios y solicitudes puablicas
deben enviarse clectronicamentc a www.teeq.texas.gov/ goto/comment, 0 por escrito a Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087,
Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Cualquier informacion personal que envie a la TCEQ pasaréa a formar
parte del registro de la agencia; esto incluye las direcciones de correo electronico. Para obtener
mas informacion sobre esta solicitud de permiso o el proceso de permisos, llame al Programa de
Educacién Puablica de TCEQ, linea gratuita, al 1-800-687-4040 o Visite su sitio web en
www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep- Si desea informacion en espafiol, puede llamar al
1-800-6874040.

También se puede obtener informacion adicional del Sigman Grafted LLC a la direccion indicada
arriba o llamando a Sra. Lauren Crone, P.E. al 512-439-4700.

Focha de emission: cl 28 de Agosto de 2025.



